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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Sis. Susan Bisbing


Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother


Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Bro. Jeff Lacquement and his bout with kidney stones. 


Courtney Smith and her health problems


Chris Jackson recovering from a broken leg.


Bro. Norm Rich as his job takes him from us.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. 


We rejoice that Tessa Clem was baptized 


into Christ last Sunday night. She is a credit 


to her mothers efforts.





____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jason Gaston


Song Leader---Phillip West


Lord's Supper---Joe Phillips


   Asst. 1-----Steve Huff


   Asst. 2-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 4-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Jeremy Green


2nd Prayer----Dion Clark


Read Scripture---George Wilcox


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer-----Grant Hicks


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Brad Bowman


Song Leader-------Steven Tramell


2nd Prayer------Rick Hulsey


Read Scripture ---Drew Bowman


Sermon----Cecil Douthitt


Lord's Supper----Joe Phillips


Announcements----Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer-----Rodee Bruns


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Zachary Huff


Invitation---Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---David Holmes





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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In the Image of God


So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. (Genesis 1: 27)





      Surely it is no coincidence that we yearn for God. This profound longing cannot have resulted from a quirk in the operation of merely physical forces. Our hunger for righteousness is no caprice of nature. We desire God because we were created to do so by God Himself, the Creator in whose image we are made. As our Beginning, He is the only perfect End toward which we were meant to move.


     Human beings are inherently religious. "We feel and know that we are eternal" (Spinoza). Though we may often distract ourselves with lesser concerns, we still experience a deep-rooted longing for communion with the divine. God having put eternity in our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11), we instinctively reach out for concord with the Source of our being.


     As creatures made in God's image, we long for relationship with other personal beings. And if we need relationship with our fellow creatures, we need it even more deeply with our Creator. We were designed for what the Scriptures call "fellowship" with God (1 John 1:3). Without that essential involvement, our spirits waste away in emptiness.


Cont. on page 3











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








knowledge of the things which I write unto you, that they are the commandment of the Lord" (1 Corinthians 14:32-37). God's revelations are unified; and inspired writing is the standard for determining truth (2 Pet3er 3:1-2; Ephesians 3:1-5).  "Ye who are spiritual" must act in a manner specified by divine instructions (Galatians 6:1).  To be "led by the Spirit" is to "walk" or "live" in keeping with the instructions of the Spirit; and ye may not do the things that ye would" shows this is a life of self-discipline whereby we overcome the inclinations of the flesh to satisfy sinful appetites (Galatians 5:16f).  Spirituality must not be confused with perfection.  The spiritual man still needs forgiveness through the blood of Christ, but he is consistently striving, reaching forth, pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ (Philippians 3:12-14).


The New Testament affords no better example of spirituality than the life of Paul.  He delighted in the law of God after the inward man, although at times he did not do what he would (Romans 7:18-25).  Recognizing this weakness of his flesh, he thanked God (for forgiveness) through Christ.  He could maintain his hope because he served the law of God with his "mind" (v. 35), "spirit" (1:9).  I do not understand him to say his failures were not sin; but to say God knew the desire and intent which motivated his life, and hence heard his confession of sin and plea for mercy.  In Romans chapter eight he beautifully relates the spirit of man with God's Spirit.  We "walk" after the spirit to the extent our life is in keeping with the desire of our inward man to follow the law of God revealed by His Holy Spirit. 





     SPIRITUALITY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT context is clearly related to God, who is Spirit.  W. E. Vine comments on Romans 7:14, "things that have their origin with God, and which, therefore, are in harmony with His character . . . are spiritual."  The word is contrasted with carnal, so that when Paul writes, "are ye not carnal and walk as men" (1 Corinthians 3:1-) he is logically saying "spiritual" is to walk as God.


     The historically Christian world generally agrees with this, but divides sharply over the means by which man may become spiritually minded. Is man so depraved that God must, by direct and immediate operation, shape his will and mold his life; or, is man capable of being touched by God's relation of Himself in Jesus Christ and the divine message?  Is spirituality the product of response on the part of free-moral man to a free and universal invitation from God?


     The first concept makes "doctrine" (teaching, instruction) from God an academic matter, having no essential effect on the elect since an operation wholly of God would certainly be consistent with His character.  But the second concept makes the teaching from God His "drawing power," and demands that we "hear, learn, and come" (John 6:44-45).


When problems arose at Corinth over spiritual gifts Paul said, "the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets;" i.e., God does not operate through man without regard for man's will.  Further, "If any man thinketh himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him take 





In the absence of perfection on man's part  (hence, no justification on a "law" basis), it is comforting to know God recognizes the strivings of our heart to serve Him These strivings, plus their fruits in our life, are the marks of spirituality.


     True spirituality (in harmony with God's character) is obviously impossible without the revelation of God's will and character; hence is inevitably dependent upon "doctrine."   We may label as "doctrine" things that are only our opinions; we may require more or less than God requires; and if so, we will pay for it.  But when we substitute our "feelings" and emotional "trips" for true spirituality, we enthrone man, and authority in religion becomes purely subjective.


     We must seek to be holy, for God is holy (1 Peter 1:16).  We strive to be pure, even as He is pure (1 John 3:3); merciful, as God is merciful (Luke 6:36); and walk in light, for He is light (1 John 1:5-7).  Practical application of these and many like passages are possible only as we know God through Jesus Christ and the divine word.  We will never attain any of these goals in the absolute sense--but we cannot even strive for them if we ignore the teaching of His way.


     True Spirituality proceeds from a heart wholly given to God; is the result of a close sharing relationship with God. It is the product of a fully humbled creature and his sincere desire to conform his life to the divinely determined pattern.  It is the reflection of God Himself, mirrored in every facet of the life of one who endeavors to glorify the Father of Spirits.


					





Doctrine:  The Basis for True Spirituality


By Robert Turner  reused 02/13/2011
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   The purpose of our existence is familiarly described in an old tradition: "The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever." These words well state the ultimate fulfillment that is available to us, looking at the matter from our perspective. But from God's perspective, may we not also say that God gave us the power to glorify and enjoy Him in order that He might show forth His goodness through us? We are vessels, instruments through whom God intends to demon -strate His goodness in our actions.


    If we're alienated from God, He can't fully reveal His goodness through us. If His purpose isn't being fulfilled in us, we can't experience the joy for which we were designed, and if we miss that joy, all else in the world is futility and frustration. "O God . . . my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water" (Psalm 63:1). Having been made by God, we long for Him. When our hearts hurt in this world, what we are is homesick.





"He that is made in the image of God�must know Him or be desolate".


George MacDonald





(Word Point by Gary Henry)





			JP


_____________________________





"It matters not how a man dies, but how he lives. The act of dying is not of importance, it last so short a time"


(Dr. Samuel Johnson)








